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1049 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria

10, DOWNING STREET, WHITEHALL. May 17. 1884.
. . . The Cabinet considered it would be right to send at
once a Telegram to General Gordon for the purpose of authorising
him to use money freely in promoting the removal of the Egyptian
Garrison at Khartoum, and of others who might on other grounds
have special claims ; and also desiring him, to consider and report
upon, or if feasible to adopt at the first proper moment measures
for the purpose of such removal with a special regard to his own
safety and that of British subjects. This is a description of what
will be a somewhat lengthened Telegram, and the moment is
important as openings are announced from Cairo for communica-
tion with General Gordon, . . .

1050 General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Qiceen Victoria, (2) III, 500-1.)
WINDSOR CASTLE. May 17. 1884.
In order to prevent your misapprehending The Queen's views in
objecting to the fixed limit of 5 years for our occupation of Egypt
I may explain that Her Majesty has no wish to prolong our stay
without necessity in that Country, but The Queen maintains
emphatically that it would be unjust to this Country and to
future Governments to make a promise now which it may be
impossible to keep in the future without making serious sacrifices.
If the present Government are then in office they would be
able to defend the policy they now advocate, but another Ministry
would find themselves hampered by this blind engagement and
The Queen (if she now approved) would be involved in the
difficulties which may arise from definitely fixing the policy of
this Country 5 years in advance.
In his last despatch to Lord Lyons,1 Lord Granville declares
himself ready to give an assurance that we should retire as soon as
we could do so without inconvenience and The Queen would be
ready to approve of these words but she must protest against our
giving a promise to France that come what may we shall leave
Egypt in May, 1889.
1 Ambassador in Paris.